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divided among the Vosges, the Jura, the Pyrenees and the central
plateau. Water power is thus well located to meet the needs of the
country, for all of these regions are deficient in coal.

The development of water power has been especially rapid during
and since the World War. Today slightly over 2,000,000 horsepower
have been developed, or more than in any other European state, with
the exception of Italy. Most of the resulting electricity is used for local
power and light. France is carrying out a program for complete elec-
trification in order to raise the general living standards and to supply
local industries. By 1928, 52 per cent of the communes had been sup-
plied with electricity, and by 1934 the program had been completed in
all except a very few of the most isolated communes. Electro-metal-
lurgical and electro-chemical industries also use large amounts of
power, the aluminum industry being especially important in this con-
nection.

MANUFACTURING

While not as highly industrialized as the majority of its neighbors,
France is nevertheless an important manufacturing nation. It ranks
high among the European powers in such important industries as tex-
tiles, iron and steel, machinery and chemicals. This productivity is
partially the result of changes which have been especially rapid since
the World War.

French industry has developed slowly, and agriculture has remained
of greater importance than in most other western European nations.
Prior to the World War, the greater part of French industry con-
sisted of small units specializing in the production of quality goods,
in the making of which individual skill and artistic ability were the
prime factors; but large-scale industries producing standardized prod-
ucts were extremely rare. Such a condition was attributed by some to
the lack of resources, especially coal, and by others to the temperament
of the French people. Doubtless both factors played a part, and the
inherent conservatism of the French peasant was also important.

The war awakened France to the necessity of industrialization if
it was to retain its place among the major powers. It also placed in
French hands additional resources and industrial equipment. As a
result of these changes, manufacturing has advanced rapidly, and
France can now assume a place among the major industrial powers of
the world.